Prevention-Treatment Integration: Healthier
People and a Stronger Economy

Executive Summary

Health is essential for promoting the comprehensive development of individuals and the
foundation for economic and social progress.' China has made notable strides in infectious disease
prevention, achieving high coverage through its national immunisation programme for children.
Yet, immunisation alone is insufficient to fully contain infectious diseases, which continue to
threaten socio-economic development. With an ageing population, strengthening prevention has
become a pressing priority. As part of the Healthy China strategy, “Prevention-Treatment
Integration (PTI)” reforms that promote synergy between healthcare and disease control
institutions—through vaccination, early diagnosis, and early treatment—safeguard public health,
boost productivity, reduce healthcare burden, and drive long-term economic growth.

From both healthcare and economic perspectives, increasing adult vaccination rates among high-
risk populations is an urgent priority. Vaccines for diseases such as shingles, influenza, and RSV
are vital for older adults who face greater risks due to weakened immune systems and chronic
conditions. In China, the economic burden of hospitalisation costs for older adults with RSV
reached an estimated US$1.88 billion in 2023. Evidence from adult vaccination programmes
across ten countries shows that prevention pays off—returning up to 19 times the initial
investment through benefits to individuals, healthcare systems, and society.

On the other hand, China faces a significant challenge with 75 million people chronically infected
with the Hepatitis B virus (HBV) and 30 million unaware of their condition. The economic and
healthcare burden of disease progression to cirrhosis and liver cancer highlights the urgency of
enhancing HBV management. Despite progress through low-cost antivirals, paediatric vaccination,
and the prevention of mother-to-child transmission—reaching 99% newborn vaccination coverage
by 2012—China remains far from meeting the WHO’s 2030 milestone of a 90% diagnosis rate and
80% treatment rate. With less than five years to go, further innovation is urgently needed.

A functional cure for HBV, now in late-stage development, marks a potential treatment paradigm
shift. Unlike lifelong antivirals, it uses a six-month treatment regimen to restore immune response
and maintain long-term viral suppression. This innovation could boost screening and treatment
uptake and enhance patient dignity and productivity. By complementing existing antiviral
therapies, functional cure could drive progress towards the 2030 milestones.

This paper focuses on PTI in adult vaccination and HBV management, offering the following
recommendations based on international experience and China’s specific context to foster
coordinated collaboration between prevention and treatment. It is important to bear in mind that
this integrated approach is critical for controlling all infectious diseases and has broader
applications for managing others, such as HIV and tuberculosis.

Policy Recommendations

For Adult Vaccination:
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Incorporate adult vaccination into Healthy China and PTI priorities, formulating
systematic policies and accelerating vaccine approvals.

Utilise the network of general practitioners and family doctors to provide vaccination
recommendations and prescriptions based on health risks, ensuring that high-risk groups
are protected.

Train general practitioners to help doctors effectively address patients’ concerns about
vaccination, disseminate scientific knowledge, and correct misunderstandings.

Leverage digital tools to achieve information connectivity for prescriptions, points of
vaccination (POV) and disease control system. Monitor vaccination rates, optimise
vaccine supply and vaccination strategies.

Establish incentive mechanisms for general practitioners and medical institutions.
Formulate national policies and technical guidelines for setting up vaccination points,
standardising operational processes, and improving supervision mechanisms.

For HBV Management:

Embed the World Health Organization’s 2030 hepatitis B diagnosis and treatment targets
into medium and long-term strategies such as the upcoming 15" Five-Year Plan.

Create a five-year action plan with phased targets and specific measures for testing,
diagnosis, and treatment rates to ensure effective implementation.

Accelerate drug approval for HBV functional cure, define functional cure as a key
treatment outcome, and include functional cure in the standard treatment guidelines.
Ensure functional cure accessibility with funding mechanisms like national
reimbursement, dedicated pools for innovative drugs, and outcome-based payment
models.



1.The Significance of Prevention-Treatment Integration

China has made substantial progress in managing infectious diseases over recent
decades, yet the burden of these diseases and their impact on society and the
economy remain significant. Amid China’s rapidly evolving demographic
landscape—characterised by increasing life expectancy and declining birth
rates—the urgency of investing in preventive healthcare has never been greater.
Prioritising vaccination, early detection, and timely treatment, underpinned by the
ongoing Prevention-Treatment Integration (PTI) (I [ i &) framework, will be
critical to safeguarding the population’s health and productivity in order to sustain
economic growth and reduce long-term healthcare costs.

PTI aims to create a cohesive system that encompasses disease prevention,
diagnosis, control, and treatment, through the coordinated collaboration of two
pillars of China’s health infrastructure: the system for clinical diagnosis and
treatment, and the system for public health and disease prevention. The goal is to
improve overall disease management and contribute to the development of a
robust and sustainable healthcare system.

PTI has been highlighted as a priority in high-level Chinese policy directives,
such as the “Report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China”? and the “14th Five-Year Plan for National Health”.? President Xi has also
personally highlighted the need for “more innovative mechanisms for PTI” during
the deliberations of the Hubei delegation at the Third Session of the 13th National
People’s Congress.*

In October 2023, China’s health authorities—including the National Disease
Control and Prevention Administration and the National Health Commission—
issued the “Responsibility List for Infectious Disease Prevention and Control in
Medical Institutions”.> The document mandates that medical institutions,
regardless of level or type, should assume responsibilities in infectious disease
prevention and control. These references underscore the strategic importance of

PTI in advancing healthcare reform and infectious disease control.

1.1 Scope of Current PTI Policies

PTI has gained momentum from years of progress and high-level endorsement,
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but there is still no policy blueprint for its systematic implementation. Existing
policies supporting PTI, primarily through pilot programmes, can largely be
categorised into two main categories:

1.1.1 Systemic Integration for Epidemic Preparedness: Policies focus on
integrating public health and clinical systems via data sharing, digital
infrastructure (e.g., electronic health records), epidemic monitoring, and
emergency response coordination to strengthen epidemic prevention and
preparedness.

1.1.2 Integrated Prevention and Treatment Services by Healthcare Providers:
Policies promote combining preventive care (e.g., vaccination, chronic disease
risk management, health education) with clinical services.

This paper focuses on the latter category of policies in the context of infectious
disease management.

1.2 Growing Urgency of Managing Infectious Disease

An estimated 1.3 million deaths in China each year are related to infectious
diseases.® As demographic shifts increase the population’s vulnerability to
infectious diseases, there is an urgent need for stronger management and
prevention strategies.

Older adults are particularly vulnerable to infectious diseases, a concern that is
becoming increasingly significant in China as the population ages rapidly. By
2035, it is projected that over 400 million people will be aged 60 or older,
representing over 30% of the total population. 7 Chronic conditions common
among the elderly, such as diabetes and cardiovascular diseases, worsen the
severity of infectious diseases and contribute to higher mortality rates. Patients
with Type 2 diabetes, for example, are 84% more likely to develop shingles than
those without,® while having both diabetes and cardiovascular disease raises the
risk by an additional 16%.°

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) disproportionately affects older adults with
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43, 100972. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2023.100972
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underlying conditions such as asthma, diabetes, and heart disease, with the
prevalence of such comorbidities rising with age. Based on a surveillance
programme for acute respiratory infections (ARI) in Beijing, over half of RSV
patients above 60 have at least one underlying disease.!® In the event of
complications such as pneumonia, the in-hospital mortality rate is as high as
20.3%.!"" A study in Beijing found that 66.7% of hospitalised RSV patients and
51.3% of hospitalised influenza patients were aged 60 and above, with mortality
rates of 17.6% and 7.5%, respectively.!?

Meeting the targets in Healthy China 2030'* demands urgent action to combat
infectious diseases like tuberculosis (TB) and HIV. As of June 2024, 1,329,127
people were living with HIV.'* China also ranks among the countries with the
highest burden of TB globally, with nearly 800,000 new cases each year, ranking
third in the world after India and Indonesia.'

The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 2030 milestones for Hepatitis B (HBV)
— achieving 90% of people living with HBV diagnosed and 80% treated'® — are
now less than five years away. These ambitious targets aim to eliminate HBV as a
global public health threat by reducing new infections and preventing deaths
caused by progression to conditions such as liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular
carcinoma. However, according to evidence from a national serological survey,
China carries a significant portion of the global HBV burden, with approximately
75 million people living with chronic HBV infection in China alone. That
represents over one-fourth of the estimated 290 million chronic HBV infections
worldwide.!” As of 2022, amongst those living with Chronic HBV in China, 24%
were diagnosed and treatment coverage was only 6.4%.'8 Approximately 30
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million people were unaware of their infection status, preventing them from
diagnosis and treatment. '

1.3 PTD’s Critical Role in Infectious Disease Management

The management of infectious diseases requires preventing initial infections, as
well as halting their progression into more severe conditions and further spread.
PTI is essential in supporting both aspects of this process:

1.3.1 Pre-infection, PTI underscores the critical role of vaccinations, particularly
for adults, who are often under-vaccinated compared to children. Routine patient
interactions allow clinicians to identify high-risk individuals, such as older adults
or those with comorbidities, and recommend appropriate immunisations.

1.3.2 Post-infection, PTI enables clinicians to effectively detect infections early by
utilising diagnostic tools and initiating timely treatment to prevent further disease
progression and transmission.

Vaccination for adults is essential in addressing infectious diseases that are more
prevalent or severe in adult and older populations. For example, vaccination
against shingles significantly reduces the risk of developing the disease and its
complications, such as postherpetic neuralgia.?

Similarly, vaccination against respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) in high-risk
groups, such as older adults, prevents severe respiratory infections and reduces
hospitalisations.?! In older adults with RSV, the proportion of complications is as
high as 80.4% and proportion of respiratory complications is 62.7%-71.9%.
20.5%-23.7% of hospitalised patients required admission to ICU and the average
length of hospital stay was 14 days, higher than that of influenza.?®* Prevention of
RSV would hence relieve the burden on healthcare system and medical resources.

Once a person has acquired an infectious disease, the focus shifts to preventing its
progression into severe disease and limiting its spread and ultimately changing the
course of disease, even if the infection cannot be fully eliminated. This is
particularly true for HBV, which carries a significant risk of progressing to
chronic hepatitis, cirrhosis, and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)—conditions that
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contribute to high rates of morbidity and mortality. Chronic HBV infection is the
leading cause of liver cirrhosis and HCC, with 71% of liver cirrhosis cases and
84%-92% of HCC cases attributed to HBV.>* Moreover, liver cancer is the fourth
most common malignant tumour in China and the second leading cause of cancer-
related deaths, with the five-year survival rate only at 10%-14%.2 Therfore, early
diagnosis and timely medical intervention by clinicians are critical for controlling
disease severity and improving outcomes.

1.4 Economic Implications

Adult vaccination and the elimination of HBV represent critical opportunities to
significantly reduce the economic burden of infectious diseases on individuals,
healthcare systems, and society as a whole.

A study examining adult immunisation programmes across ten countries and four
vaccines demonstrated that adult vaccination programmes can return up to 19
times their initial investment through benefits to individuals, the healthcare
system, and wider society.’® Adult vaccination programmes reduce healthcare
costs and boost societal productivity by promoting health, economic activity, and
easing caregiving burdens.

1.4.1 The use of vaccines to prevent diseases in adults and the elderly results in
fewer medical visits, diagnostic tests, treatments, and hospitalisations, all of which
contribute to substantial savings in healthcare costs.?’

1.4.2 Vaccination improves societal productivity, as healthier populations
contribute more to tax revenue, remain active in the workforce, and continue
contributing to pensions. Additionally, it allows individuals to allocate financial
resources to other priorities while reducing the caregiving burden on families and
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support networks.

143 As an example of adult vaccination, the total economic burden of
hospitalisation costs in China among older adults with RSV was estimated at
US$1,882.8 million in 2023.2% A figure comprised of an estimated 625,655 RSV-
associated hospitalisations among older adults in China in 2023 with a
hospitalisation cost of about US$3,009 per person.

The 2030 HBV elimination milestones also implicate significant healthcare saving
and productivity improvement for China. Accounting for medical costs, lost
labour pay, and other costs related to diminished quality of life, chronic HBV-
related diseases impose a substantial economic burden,?® with the annual per
capita cost estimated at RMB 92,978.34 in China. Primary hepatocellular
carcinoma (PHC) and severe hepatitis B result in the highest burdens at RMB
166,462.68 and RMB 116,933.30, respectively.’® Additionally, a study in Fujian
province has found that 65.45% of HBV cases were individuals aged between 20
to 50 years old — representing a population in their key years of greatest economic
productivity.’! HBV elimination efforts would alleviate financial strain on the
healthcare system and improve the social and economic participation of
individuals living with HBV.

The following sections analyse the policy landscape of two aspects of infectious
disease management—adult vaccination and HBV management, identifying
strengths, gaps, and opportunities, and making actionable policy
recommendations to drive further progress.

2. Adult Vaccination: Opportunities, Challenges and Policy
Recommendations

Compared to the well-established childhood immunisation programmes, the adult
vaccination service system in China has significant room for growth to provide
protection to the adult population and deliver economic benefits to the nation.
Unlike childhood immunisation, which is mandated and publicly funded, adult
vaccination rates are extremely low. The influenza vaccination rates in 2021-2022
were 2.47% across all groups and 32.94% for the elderly®?. Despite being offered
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free of cost, elderly flu vaccination is well below the 75% WHO target coverage.
Adult vaccination policies also remain inconsistent and fragmented across
different regions.

In many countries, healthcare institutions are the primary locations for adult
vaccination efforts due to several benefits:

® Providing immunisation services within healthcare institutions ensures that
doctors can recommend and prescribe vaccine for patients who are at a high risk
of exposure and vulnerabilities, like those with comorbidities.**

® Healthcare workers who receive and recommend vaccines themselves act as
role models, boosting public confidence in vaccines and reducing vaccine
hesitancy. This, in turn, leads to increased vaccination rates among the general
population.?

® Vaccination is a critical measure to protect the occupational health and safety
of healthcare workers. The World Health Organisation (WHO) underscores that
safeguarding healthcare workers from infectious diseases is essential to
maintaining the continuity of medical services.¢

2.1 Opportunities for Promoting Adult Vaccination in China

With rising demand, improved healthcare infrastructure, and the strong credibility
of medical institutions and professionals, China has significant opportunities to
strengthen its adult vaccination programme as a part of the wider PTI push for
healthcare institutions to assume a greater role in infectious disease prevention.?’

2.1.1 China is expanding its capacity and network of General Practitioners (GPs)
and family doctors, who are well-positioned to make recommendations and
prescribe vaccines to patients at higher risk of infectious diseases.

2.1.2 Improving public awareness of infectious diseases and vaccines has led to
growing demand for adult vaccination services. As individuals become more
proactive about disease prevention, the existing vaccination infrastructure—
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primarily designed for children aged 0—6 years under the national immunisation
programme—is struggling to meet the needs of a broader population across all age
groups.

2.1.3 China’s healthcare institutions are equipped with advanced facilities and
systems, providing a strong foundation for scaling up adult vaccination services.
Existing outpatient and inpatient systems, such as those for appointment
scheduling, prescription management, and payment processing, can be leveraged
to integrate digital solutions for vaccinations.

2.1.4 Healthcare institutions possess extensive expertise in vaccine evaluation and
adverse reaction management, ensuring patient safety and confidence.

2.1.5 The public’s strong trust in healthcare institutions and medical professionals
will play a pivotal role in promoting vaccine acceptance.

Furthermore, China can leverage the valuable experiences of provinces already
piloting adult vaccination programmes on a broader scale.

® Shandong Province is piloting adult vaccination prescriptions in at least two
counties per city by the end of 2025 to encourage timely COVID-19, influenza,
and pneumonia vaccinations for the elderly, chronic disease patients, and the
immunocompromised. It is also developing “Technical Guidelines for
Prescription-Based Adult Vaccination Services” to support implementation.®
Similarly, Zhejiang Province has implemented a programme where general
practitioners (GPs) and family doctors prescribe vaccines for middle-aged and
elderly populations, focusing on immunisations for influenza, pneumococcal
disease, and shingles. This programme prioritises training GPs and family doctors
to provide effective vaccine recommendations, increasing public awareness
around adult immunisation.*

By capitalising on these opportunities, China can improve policy frameworks,
optimise service delivery, and create an efficient, accessible adult vaccination
system to advance the Healthy China initiative.

2.2 Challenges for Promoting Adult Vaccination in China

It is important to recognise that healthcare institutions face significant challenges
in establishing adult vaccination in healthcare facilities due to resource constraints,
space limitations, and a lack of incentives and guidelines.*’

2.2.1 Adult vaccination units are often managed under regulations designed for
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childhood immunisation clinics, which fail to address the unique needs of adult
vaccination. For instance, overly stringent requirements for clinic space and
service standards, coupled with insufficient training and guidance for healthcare
providers, create barriers to effective implementation. Furthermore, there is a lack
of standardised and practical guidelines tailored to adult vaccination, including
protocols for clinic setup, personnel allocation, service workflows, and digital
integration.

2.2.2 Policy and institutional frameworks to support adult vaccination are also
underdeveloped. While certain directives outline the responsibilities of medical
institutions in infectious disease prevention, they lack actionable policies with
clear implementation requirements.

2.2.3 Incentive mechanisms to encourage healthcare institutions to prioritise adult
vaccination efforts are similarly insufficient. Limited resources and competing
priorities within hospitals reduce motivation to establish vaccination units. Even
in regions where comprehensive hospitals are authorised to administer vaccines,
the absence of financial and operational incentives further discourages the
allocation of resources and staff for vaccination programmes.

2.2.4 Many institutions fail to prioritise vaccination efforts or provide adequate
education and training on vaccines for their staff. Healthcare workers also exhibit
vaccine hesitancy due to inadequate training and knowledge about benefits of
adult immunisation.*! Their own attitudes toward vaccination undermine their
ability to advocate for vaccines, reducing public confidence and contributing to
vaccine hesitancy.

2.3 Policy Recommendations for Adult Vaccination

The challenges outlined above highlight the urgent need for top-level policy
support and robust incentive mechanisms to strengthen China’s adult vaccination
programme.

2.3.1 Macro Strategy

2.3.1.1 Develop a Policy Framework to Integrate Vaccination into Clinical
Services

Adult vaccination should be recognised as a critical component of the “Healthy
China” and PTTI initiatives, supported by a policy framework that drives long-term
development. Top-level policies should reinforce the role of healthcare
institutions in infectious disease prevention through increasing adult vaccination
rates. Health authorities, disease prevention agencies, and research institutes
should collaborate closely to conduct research, develop relevant policies, and
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announce a clear call to action outlining next steps. Streamlining vaccine
approvals, promoting alignment with global research, and expediting the rollout of
advanced adult vaccines are critical steps to meet growing demand.

2.3.1.2 Prioritise Adult Vaccination Prescription by GPs and Family Doctors

The most effective and accessible approach to improving adult vaccination rates is
through China’s growing GP and family doctor system. During routine
consultations, GPs could recommend vaccines based on individual risk profiles,
such as age, chronic health conditions, and immune status, to ensure that
vulnerable populations are protected. National programmes could build on efforts
already underway in Zhejiang and Shandong Provinces, where GPs and family
doctors are prescribing vaccines for key groups, including the elderly, those with
chronic diseases, and the immunocompromised. Expanding such initiatives
nationwide would enable better access to vaccines and improve coverage rates.

2.3.2 Implementation
2.3.2.1 Train General Practitioners

It will be critical to equip them with the necessary skills through routine training
programmes is essential to ensure their effectiveness in this role. In particular,
considering vaccine hesitancy, GPs must be equipped with the skills to effectively
communicate scientific information about vaccines in an understandable and
empathetic manner, addressing patients’ concerns. This includes learning to tailor
communication strategies to different patient groups, using evidence-based
approaches to explain the safety, efficacy, and long-term benefits of vaccination
while acknowledging and addressing misinformation or misconceptions.

2.3.2.2 Facilitate Digital Connectivity

Seamless integration between doctor prescriptions and community vaccination
sites would enhance vaccine access for the elderly. Real-time data sharing with
public health systems would enable dynamic monitoring, evaluation of coverage,
and optimisation of strategies—improving efficiency while bolstering public
health oversight.

2.3.2.3 Ensure Incentives for Participating Institutions and Personnel

Incentive policies are essential to ensure healthcare institutions and practitioners
actively promote adult vaccination. General Practitioners’ participation in
vaccination work should be included in evaluation systems for technical title
assessments, job promotions, and career advancement.

2.3.2.4 Standardise Guidelines for Adult Vaccination Facilities

On-site adult vaccination capacity in healthcare institutions will greatly facilitate



vaccine delivery. Healthcare institutions need guidance to establish adult
vaccination programmes distinct from childhood immunisation. Drawing on
expertise from public health institutions, academia, and pilot programmes, health
authorities and disease control departments should collaboratively develop
national policies, technical guidelines, and standards to guide the establishment of
adult vaccination units, service workflows, vaccine management, administration
techniques, and oversight mechanisms.

3. Hepatitis B Management: Progress, Gaps, Opportunities and
Policy Recommendations

HBYV remains a critical public health challenge in China. According to the latest
data, China carries one of the highest burdens of HBV globally, with
approximately 75 million people chronically infected.*?

China has implemented several policies to combat HBV, focusing on vaccination,
mother-to-child transmission prevention, and disease surveillance. Initiated in the
1990s, China’s HBV vaccination programme ensures that newborns receive the
first dose of the HBV vaccine within 24 hours of birth, followed by additional
doses as part of routine immunisation schedules. This programme has been
instrumental in reducing perinatal transmission and has achieved high coverage
rates.

As a result, national vaccination programmes have effectively lowered HBV
prevalence among children under five, from 9.67% in 1992 to 0.32% in 2014,
with newborn vaccination coverage reaching 99% by 2012.** Additionally, a
comprehensive set of guidelines for the prevention and treatment of chronic
hepatitis B was also rolled out in 2022,* representing a step in the right direction
to combat HBV holistically and support those currently living with HBV.

3.1 Policy Gap in HBV Management

Despite the success of vaccination programmes in children and comprehensive
prevention and treatment guidelines, HBV infection rates in adults remain high at
around 7%.* Diagnosis and treatment rates remain low—the diagnosis rate of
HBYV infection in China stood at only 24% in 2022, with a treatment rate of just
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6.4%*—falling well short of WHO targets of 90% diagnosis and 80% treatment
rates by 2030. The large undiagnosed and untreated population represents a
significant barrier to HBV elimination. As mentioned earlier, this group has a high
chance of progressing to chronic hepatitis, cirrhosis, and HCC—conditions that
contribute to high rates of morbidity and mortality and economic burden on
individuals and the healthcare system.

The “2017-2020 China Viral Hepatitis Prevention and Control Plan” sought to
enhance public awareness, expand screening programmes, and incorporate HBV
testing into routine health check-ups. In 2023, the State Council issued guidelines
on promoting the high-quality development of disease prevention and control.
This document laid out the need to comprehensively enhance professional
capabilities in disease control and increase organisational support for
implemention.*’

However, treatment gaps persist. Despite the availability of effective antiviral
therapies and recommendation for the expansion of antiviral therapy for a broader
group of patients,*® China continues to have one of the lowest HBV treatment
rates worldwide and significant focus is needed to improve treatment and
adherence rates. While affordability of HBV antivirals has significantly improved
through centralised procurement and national insurance coverage, underdiagnosis
and chronic adherence remain significant barriers.*’

Additionally, HBV-related cancer prevention efforts remain insufficiently
integrated into primary healthcare systems. The 2023 “Cancer Prevention and
Control Action Plan” emphasised early screening for high-risk populations, which
is critical for identifying and managing chronic HBV cases. However, without
stronger integration with primary healthcare systems, these initiatives lack the
reach and operational support needed to ensure timely diagnosis and effective
treatment.

Bridging these HBV diagnosis and treatment gaps will require coordinated,
evidence-based policies that emphasise screening, treatment accessibility, and
integration with primary healthcare systems.

3.2 Functional Cure: A Breakthrough Innovation to Accelerate
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the Fight for HBV Elimination

China's high prevalence of HBV infections indicates that vaccination alone will be
insufficient to achieve the country's elimination goals and to prevent the costly
progression into cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. According to WHO’s
global hepatitis report, there is an estimated return on investment of US$ 2-3 for
every dollar invested in preventing liver cancer deaths and the costs of cancer
treatment and care in the future.>

At the same time, current antiviral treatment is constrained by lifelong therapy
with adherence challenges. Unlike current antiviral drugs, functional cure®!
therapy provides sustained HBsAg loss with a finite regimen, restoring immune
response to control the infection, and the HBsAg loss leads to a lower risk of
HCC.*? It represents the optimal endpoint in the treatment of Chronic Hepatitis B.
As highlighted in China’s “Guidelines for the Prevention and Treatment of
Chronic Hepatitis B”, functional cure should be prioritised for eligible patients.*

Recent HBV functional cure therapy in late-stage development is poised to
redefine the treatment paradigm by replacing lifelong medication with a six-
month short course of treatment—delivering profound social and individual
benefits.>*

3.2.1 Its characteristics of a finite regimen and cure potential addresses patient
reluctance toward lifelong antivirals, and motivates screening and treatment
initiation, creating a “screen-treat-cure” cascade.

3.2.2 It offers hope for infected individuals to escape the predicament of lifelong
disease and therefore improves patient dignity and unleashes productivity for the
society.

3.2.3 It reduces risk of liver complications, including HCC, leading to an
improved quality of life.

3.2.4 Although evidence is still emerging, functional cure’s ability to reduce HBV
DNA and HBsAg levels may decrease transmission risk in certain scenarios, such
as reducing maternal viral loads to enhance the prevention of mother-to-child
transmission.
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While antivirals remain foundational for broad populations, innovative functional
cure targets eligible patients seeking curative outcomes. It complements screening
strategies and accelerates progress towards achieving the 2030 elimination
milestones.

3.3 Policy Recommendations For HBV Management
3.3.1 Macro Strategy
3.3.1.1 Embed HBV Elimination into Policy Priorities

Hepatitis B elimination goals should be established as a key priority in top-level
health policies, such as the 15th Five-Year Plan for National Health Planning. By
embedding HBV elimination into mid-term strategic documents, this approach
ensures sustained commitment, adequate resource allocation, and coordinated
action across the country.

3.3.1.2 Develop Five-Year Action Plan Towards 2030 Elimination Milestones

A five-year action plan should be formulated with clear measures and phased
targets to improve diagnosis and treatment rates. This plan should reference the
existing guidelines for prevention and treatment®®, include measurable objectives
for HBV testing in prioritised groups, aim to prevent disease progression into
cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, and improve access to treatment. Phased
milestones should guide progress toward achieving elimination goals, ensuring
accountability and sustained momentum. Drawing on provincial HBV control
pilots,>® targets for the coming years could include testing rates, diagnosis rates
and treatment rates. Furthermore, a national viral hepatitis monitoring system
should be developed to track infections, diagnosis, and treatment while evaluating
progress toward the hepatitis B elimination goals.

3.3.1.3 Accelerate Functional Cure Approval and Incorporate into Standard
of Care

Functional cure in late-stage development for HBV represents an inflection point
in the journey of eliminating Hepatitis B. Despite the success of existing
vaccination programmes and treatments, elimination of HBV will not be achieved
by relying on them alone. Incorporating and reshaping the current standard of care
to include functional cure is key to positioning China for success in eliminating
HBV.
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With the WHO goal deadline approaching and shifting demographic trends,
accelerating the approval of functional cure therapy and embedding them in
treatment guidelines should be a priority for China. Looking ahead, the national
viral hepatitis monitoring system could track functional cures as a key
performance indicator to measure and guide progress toward elimination goals.

3.3.2 Implementation

Identifying Innovative Funding Mechanisms to Ensure Access to Functional
Cure

Making hepatitis B functional cure accessible is critical to supporting the Healthy
China Initiative and realising broader socio-economic gains. These therapies
could be added to the National Reimbursement Drug List, with a dedicated
funding pool for innovative drugs to increase financial support for patients.
Additionally, exploring an outcome-based payment model—focused on treatment
success—and options to achieve a balance between medical insurance fund
investment and patient outcomes would optimise the use of funding and drive
cost-effective healthcare.

4. Conclusion

With China’s current aging population, succeeding in preventing infectious
diseases is crucial to sustaining economic growth and protecting public health.
Advancing adult vaccination, integrating innovative treatments like the functional
cure into HBV management presents siginficant opportunities to further promote
PTIL, and significantly reduce the health and economic burden of infectious
diseases. These measures will decrease the incidence of severe complications,
lower long-term healthcare expenditures, and improve overall population health.
Advancing PTI to better manage infectious diseases will require continued close
public-private partnerships across hospitals, private companies, government and
patients across all disease areas, including Hep B, HIV and TB. Ultimately,
acknowledging the importance of PTI and the key levers and stakeholders that
will protect our population from infectious diseases, will result in healthier
individuals who contribute to a more productive workforce, reduce caregiving
responsibilities, and foster economic growth.
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